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Health & Safety Related Information
COVID Safety Precaution and Preventative Strategies
Information and guidance from our community partners (NJ Department of Health, Hunterdon County
Health Department, District Physician, NJ Department of Education, and the CDC) is the basis for the
safety precaution and preventative strategies outlined here. The District is located in the Central West
Region in the NJ DOH COVID-19 and Variant Surveillance Reports, which are produced and posted
weekly.  The color coded level dictates quarantine timelines and other health related protocols.

Health Affirmation Statement
For the 21-22 school year, a health affirmation will be required at the start of each marking period.
This statement replaces the daily screener and asks all families to affirm that they will keep their
child(ren) home when ill and not send them to school. Additionally, the statement asks families to
contact the school nurse with any information related to their child's illness, if a child or family member
is COVID positive or has been exposed to a COVID positive individual, and when a child is
experiencing any symptoms. The first health affirmation will be distributed prior to the first day of
school.

Masks
As per Executive Order 251, all members of our educational community
are required to wear masks inside school facilities. NJ EO-251 does
allow for short term mask removal during the day.

● Teachers will schedule mask breaks indoors and ensure 6 feet of
physical distance is maintained during the mask break indoors.

● Masks are not required outside for any activity.
● Mask breaks may be facilitated outside if the weather and

schedule allow.
● All individuals on the bus/van are required to wear a mask at all

times while on and inside the vehicle. Note: When preparing for
dismissal to the bus, students may be asked to wear a mask while
waiting in line to board the bus/van.

● Any individual that arrives at a school facility without a mask will
be given a mask prior to entry, no exceptions will be made.

Exemptions for Masking

● Exemptions for masks will be reviewed by the health team and
school district physician. Requests will only be considered for individuals that meet the
following CDC criteria and have documented exemption rationale from a licensed medical
physician.  Masks should not be worn by:

○ Child under 2 years of age

At a Glance - Parents & Guardians - 8/19/2021

https://www.nj.gov/health/cd/statistics/covid/
https://nj.gov/infobank/eo/056murphy/pdf/EO-251.pdf
https://nj.gov/infobank/eo/056murphy/pdf/EO-251.pdf


○ A person with a disability who cannot wear a mask, or cannot safely wear a mask, for
reasons related to the disability

○ ”A person for whom wearing a mask would create a risk to workplace health, safety, or
job duty as determined by the workplace risk assessment "

● Allow five days for the exemption request to be processed.
● All requests must be submitted in writing to the school nurse with supporting documentation

from a licensed medical physician.

Contact Tracing

● Trained contact tracers will conduct contact tracing for incidents that take place in school
district facilities in a timely manner to minimize the impact on school district operations.

● In the event of an exposure to a confirmed case, the school district may temporarily close a
facility or class/set of classes until all contact tracing procedures are completed.

● Tracing includes documenting the activities and interactions an individual has to determine the
possible exposure points, i.e., bus transportation, class participation, after school activities,
etc.

● Contact tracing is used to identify individuals who may be and/or are direct contacts of an
individual who is diagnosed with COVID-19 or considered a probable COVID-19 case as
defined by the the Department of Health.

● Individuals that are within 6 feet for more than 15 minutes cumulatively throughout the day of
an individual who is considered a confirmed or probable COVID-19 case will be excluded from
school district facilities for a minimum of 10 days and possibly more depending on the unique
circumstances of the exposure and timeline.

● Individuals who are fully vaccinated will not be subject to a quarantine period, however
COVID-19 testing criteria will be discussed on an individual basis per DOH requirements and
the guidance from the school district physician.

Illnesses
The number one strategy to avoiding the spread of any illness is to stay home when ill or not feeling

well.  If you are on the fence about how you feel, stay home. A daily screener will not be used,
however it is the expectation that all staff contact the school nurse to report any symptoms in order to

determine a return date. See below for more information on exclusions based on symptoms.

Quarantining

This will be referenced for all quarantines for COVID positive cases depending on the COVID Activity
Level in the region.

Summary of Quarantine Timeframes if Identified as a Close Contact of
Someone with COVID-19 from the NJ DOH.

● 14-day quarantine is preferred for all individuals and groups where
feasible

● Acceptable Alternative Quarantine Timeframes (when COVID-19
transmission risk is Moderate or Low):

○ After Day 10 without testing and if no symptoms have been
reported during daily monitoring, OR

○ After Day 7 if the individual tests negative with a viral test
(molecular-PCR or antigen) between day 5-7 and if no
symptoms were reported during daily monitoring.
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COVID Compatible Symptoms and Exclusions:

Quarantines will be applied for individuals with COVID-compatible symptoms based on the exclusion
criteria outlined by the DOH.

● At least two of the following symptoms: fever (measure or subjective), chills, rigors (shivers),
myalgia (muscle aches), headache, sore throat, nausea or vomiting, diarrhea, fatigue,
congestion, or runny nose;

● OR At least one of the following symptoms: cough, shortness of breath, difficulty breathing,
new olfactory disorder, or new taste disorder.

COVID Exclusion criteria applies as follows:

● Ill individuals with COVID-19 compatible symptoms who have not been tested or individuals
who tested positive for COVID-19 should stay home until at least 10 days have passed since
symptom onset and at least 24 hours have passed after resolution of fever without fever
reducing medications and improvement in symptoms.

● Persons who test positive for COVID-19 but who are asymptomatic should stay home for 10
days from the positive test result.

● An alternate diagnosis (including a positive strep test or influenza swab) without a negative
COVID-19 test is not acceptable for individuals who meet COVID-19 exclusion criteria to return
to school earlier than the timeframes above.

Important Links

COVID-19 Weekly CALI and Variant Surveillance Reports

NJ Travel and Transportation Information

Event Information

Open Houses

● August 31, 2021 – Each school will announce their schedule. Masks must be worn by all
visitors.

Back to School Nights and Conferences will be virtual

● Additional information will be forwarded by each school.

Superintendent Search Date - September 9, 2021

On September 9, 2021, Ms. Gwen Thornton, of the New Jersey School Boards Association, will host
a zoom meeting and welcome community input. A “Zoom” link will be offered and posted with the
formal announcement.  Times are as follows:

● 10:00 AM - Community
● 7:00 PM - Community

Academic Experience

Special Projects (Curriculum & Technology)
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All programs remain in place for the coming school year with no changes. We will maintain the use of virtual
platforms (Google Classroom & SeeSaw) to distribute and share information, assignments, and resources. This
will allow any students that are absent or quarantined to access information. We will not be offering remote
instruction unless the district, a grade level, or a class is required to be remote through the contact tracing
process. Home Instruction is required when a child is absent from school for ten days. This program is run
through the Special Services Department.

The district will continue to offer each student a device for use throughout the school year, a 1:1 program. All
students are issued a Chromebook or an iPad, depending on individual needs. There are several policies that
accompany the use of a district owned device. All policies and Acceptable Use forms need to be reviewed and
signed. Age appropriate AU descriptions will be made available to the students in the lower grades.

● All students will receive a device and charger, in a carry case. These will be distributed at the buildings.
● Acceptable Use policies and general forms for sign off are required prior to device distribution.
● Start Strong assessments will be administered in September/October in ELA for 4th - 8th grade

students.
● Start Strong assessments will be administered in September/October in Math for 4th - 8th grade

students.
● Start Strong assessments will be administered in September/October in Science for 6th grade students.
● Start Strong assessments are 45-60 minutes in length, one test for ELA, Math, Science.
● Three benchmark assessments are required for all students, each year. We will continue to use

Literably & MobyMax and Fountas & Pinnell.

Benchmark Assessments 2021-2022

Benchmark Grade Level Date

START STRONG
Assessments

4-8 October 4,2021- October 22, 2021
Grades 4-8 ELA and Math

Grade 6 Science

Fountas and Pinnell (BAS) Kindergarten Benchmark 1: January 4-28, 2022

Benchmark 2: May 9-20, 2022

Literably 1-5 Benchmark 1: October 18-29, 2021

Benchmark 2: February 7-18, 2022

Benchmark 3: May 9-20, 2022

Moby Max Quick
Benchmark

Math

K-3 Benchmark 1: October 18-29, 2021

Benchmark 2: February 7-18, 2022

Benchmark 3: May 9-20, 2022

4-8 Benchmark 1: November 8-19, 2021

Benchmark 2: February 7-18, 2022

Benchmark 3: May 9-20, 2022

Moby Max Quick
Benchmark

Reading Literature
Reading Informational

3-8 Benchmark 1: November 8-19, 2021

Benchmark 2: February 7-18, 2022

Benchmark 3: May 9-20, 2022
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Location Update:

PreK programs are now housed at PMG for the 21-22 school year. The staff at PMG welcomes
preschoolers and their families to the PMG community.

Office of Special Services:  We moved!

New location: Clinton Township Middle School

Michelle Nor, Secretary to the Director: 908-238-9141 x 244

Heather Burd, CST Secretary: 908-238-9141 x 215

Alexa Ingram, Director of Special Services: 908-238-9141 x 244
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